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Teble 1. Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


and Consumer Price ieee for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-w): 
2 unless otherwise no 


city average. by expenditure category and commodity anid service g:oup 


Uned) sted 
Uned)eete¢d percent change to 


indexes Oct 
Oct Oct 
2003 2902 
( pend ure catego) 
lit 185.0 2.8 
All items (1967100) $34.3 ° 
Food and beverages 182.2 2.9 
Food 1813.7 2.9 
Foed et home 181.5 3.7 
Cereels and betery products 203.i 2.3 
Meats. poultry. fish. and eggs 174.0 7s 
Deiry and releted products - 3173.8 3.2 
Fruits and vegetables 226.3 4.1 
Homalcoholic beweregee and bewerege materiel« 140.5 Le) 
Other food «et home 163.0 i.3 
Suger and eweets 162.5 i.6 
Fete and cile i$9.7 2.4 
Other foods i7e8.7 i. 
Other miscellaneous foods | 2 130.7 ’ 
Food away from home * . 183.3 2.1 
Other food ewey from home <« 122.3 2.7 
Alcoholic bewereges ise. 1.8 
Move ng 365.7 24 
Shelter 214.7 24 
Rent of primery reeiéance | 3 206.° 2.8 
Lodging ewey from home ¢ 120.°% 3.3 
Gumers equivelent rent 2 ovtanty ppascenee 34 221.4 2.1 
Tenants «end howsehold ineurance iis. $.5 
Puele and utilities 1338.0 7.3 
fuels 138.2 s.1 
Puel o11 and other twele 131.4 10.3 
Gas (piped) and electricity ? 145.6 7.9 
Hoveehold furnishings end operet.ons a2s.i -~2.3 
Appere) i248 “i6 
her's and * «peere! 120.8 is 
Women s end girlie «appere! i1e.e@ a | 
Tafente and toddlers eppe” 123.2 -2.9 
Pootweer 121.8 -1.9 
Trenepertetion is’.i a | 
Privete (renepertetion 133.0 i.3 
New and used motor webicies 7 “6 4.3 
Rew vehicles idé.s 2.2 
Vee’ care end trucks 138.4 io.4 
Betor fuel inMé 9.7 
Geeoline «.) typee 136.0 a] 
Motor vehicle perte and equipment + 197.9 , 
Motor wehicle meistenance and repeir i-6.¢ 2.7 
Public trenepert et ion 241.3 a 
Bedice! cere 297 3.7? 
Redicel cere commodities 26a.” 2.3 
Medicel cere services p09 i «0 
Professions! services * 263.0 2.7 
Hospital apd releted services ’ @00.7 sa 
Recresetion ? 107.6 1.3 
Video and eudic ? 103.5 , 
Education and commun: cet ion 2 110.9 i 
Bavocation ¢ 139.: 7.8 
Baucetionse| beote and supp) os >) ea $.1 
Tuition, of echoo] feee end childcare 01.1 a 
Com—un i cet ion 7. 41 
Ietormetion and int bom processing ' 7 “. 4 
Telephone services 1 a 
information end informs preceseing other than 
telephone services + is.6é 11.9 
Persone] competere and periphere) equipment ' 7 16.5 20.3 
Onber goods and services 300 2 i 
Tobecee and emoking products | oe. -2 
Persone! care + i79.3 2.2 
Persone) cere products + 13.6 ‘ 
Persone) care services | iss 6 3.3 
Fiecellaneous persone!) services 2e88 ¢ 
ma ers earviee Gop 
Commodi ties iti« 5 
Pood and 162.2 2° 
Cammeditice lees food and bewereges imi “1.8 
Mondurebiee ieee food and bewerages 8 i 
i2 14 
lee lees food. bewereges,. end appere) ‘ ive Le | 
mrebiece 115.2 «4s 
Services 2184 ,2 
Pent of shelter * 223.5 2.3 
a caatess 238.5 
rher services a$7.2 5.8 
fiearey taisess 
All item lee food ise is 
All items leee shelter 173.8 1.9 
All items lees aedice) core i791 2.8 
Commeditics lese im.) J 
ee lees food 193.3 i 
Ronm@ureblee ieee food and appere) ss He 4 
i“. . 
Services lees rent of shelter * 228.7 “ 
Services lees aedicel cere services 210.5 5-3 
; _ 1349 . 
All item lees aw 191.7 is 
All item leee end emery, i”) i} 
Commodities leve food end emergy cmmedit ics 160 4 a4 
commend: ties 137.0 Le 
Services less eervices aa5.8 2.9 
pe oft conewmer 40) ler 
(1982-866) 00) & .seo . 
Purchesing power of the comeumer Geller (19#)+61 00) $s 190 


1 mot exvesonelly e@jueted 
2 tndeme on « December 1997+100 bese 
1 thie index serice eee celculeted esing « Leapeyree eet imetor ali 
etrpetue ingex series converted te « geometric seene eetimeteor in Janwery. 199° 
U-pepeletion indexes om « December 1962+100 bese, 
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BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE CPi 


The Consumer Price index (CP!) is a measure of the average 
change in prices over time in a market basket of goods and 
services. CP is are published for two population groups: 1) The 
CP! tor Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CP!I-W), 
which covers 32 percent of the total population, and 2) the CP! 
for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) and the Chained CP! for All 
Urban Consumers (C-CPI-U), which each cover about 87 percent 
of the total population. While the CPI-U and CPI-W are considered 
final when released, the C-CPI-U is issued in pralirninary form 
and is subject to two annual revisions. The CP! is based on 
prices of food, clothing, shelter, transportation, medical care, 
and other goods and services that people buy for day to-day 
living. In calculating the index, price changes for the various 
items in 87 locations are averaged together with weights that 
represent their importance in the spending of the appropriate 
population grou indexes for different months are usually 
compared in relative terms. Thus, an index of 133.5 is 1.063 
times higher than an index of 125.6 (133.5/125.6=1.063); in 


other words, prices increased 6.3 percent. The CP! is used as 
an indicator of inflation, a deflator of other economic series. 
and an escalator for income payments. 


More detail This news release from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of the U.S. Department of Labor provides summary data from 
the Consumer Price index. The full release is avaiable electronically 
on the Internet at http://www.bis.gov/cpY at release time. if 
you have any questions about the CP!, please write to tie Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Division of Consumer Prices and Price indexes, 
Room 3615 PSB, Washington, OC 20212, or call (202) 691-7000. 
Full detad is available in the monthly periodical CP? Detaited Report 
tor $47 per ysar from New Orders, Goverment Printing Office, 
P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. This information 
will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon 
request. Voice phone: (202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service: 1- 
800-877-8339. For a recorded message of surmmary CP! data, 
call (202) 691-5200 


CPI For All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)- Analysis 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U was unchanged in October, up 0.7 percent. A 1.8 percent increase in the index for meats, poultry, fish, 
following increases of 0.3 percent in each of the preceding two months. and eggs accounted for over 60 percent of the increase in grocery store food 
Energy costs. which advanced sharply in August and September, turned down prices. The index for all items less food and energy increased 0.2 percent in 
in October, declining 3.9 percent. Within energy. the index for petroleum- October after advancing 0.! percent in each of the preceding two months, 
based energy declined 6.6 percent and the index for energy services fell 1.1 principally reflecting a larger increase in the index for shelter 


percent. The index for food rose 0.6 percent with the index for food at home 


‘NEXT CPI RELEASE: NOVEMBER DATA ON DECEMBER 16, 2003 8:30AM (EST); TRY OUR CPi QUICKLINE: 202-691-6994 


For change of address, please include old mailing label and write to: I&C Address Change, Room 2860 PSB, BLS, Washington, DC 20212 
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